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ANTRIM  PRIMARY  SCHOOL

INFORMATION  FOR  KEY STAGE 1 PARENTS  (P3 & P4)
This leaflet contains important information for parents and an outline of the work your child covers in P3 and P4.  We hope you will find it informative and helpful.  Please note that each year’s work develops and extends skills and knowledge acquired in earlier years.

PASTORAL CARE
         HEALTH AND SAFETY
     CHILD PROTECTION
We place great emphasis on the importance of these areas. A number of policies are in place which are reviewed and revised regularly e.g. Bullying, Child Protection.  These policies can be viewed on the school web site. 
To ensure school is a SAFE and happy place for everyone we would ask for your full co-operation in the following ways.

· It is essential that the school office has up-to-date information regarding contact telephone numbers.  Please remember to inform us if there are any changes. 

· Please ensure that your child knows exactly what his/her home time arrangements are (e.g. being collected, travelling by bus) and is collected on time.  We advise children to return to the School Office if for some reason they are not collected after school.

· FOR YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY parents and other adults should not approach classrooms directly.  In many instances messages etc. can be relayed through the Office, thus keeping class interruptions to a minimum.  If you wish to speak to a teacher the office staff will be able to arrange this.

· We are required to have written details signed by parents before any medicines are administered by staff.  Forms are available from the Office or class teacher.  Parents are reminded to keep us informed of any changes in their child’s health.  (Last years forms are still on file and new ones are not required unless circumstances have changed.)  Please do not send your child to school if he/she is feeling unwell.

· Please contact the Office to make us aware of a child’s absence.  If no reason for absence has been given parents will be asked to complete an absentee note.  We appreciate notification of any likely prolonged absences.  Advance notice from parents is also required should pupils need to leave school during normal school hours.  We would remind parents that holidays should be taken during school closures.  It should be noted that if holidays are taken during term time, staff are unable to provide work for pupils in advance. 

· We have some pupils who can suffer a severe reaction to nuts or products containing nuts.  We need your support in keeping our lunchboxes and snacks free from nuts and other such related products e.g. peanut butter, Nutella. 

· From time to time parents alert us to an instance of head lice in the family.  Please continue to check regularly and, if necessary, treat accordingly.  The Health Authority no longer issue class letters to parents - if parents have a concern they should contact the school nurse at their health centre.  Advice leaflets are available on request from the Office.
· We appreciate that traffic congestion on Station Road is a serious problem at school times.  Please exercise extreme caution if driving or a pedestrian.  For safety reasons cars or pedestrians should not use the car park at the Caretaker’s bungalow at any time (first gate).  The bottom car park will continue to be available at 2.00 and 3.00 pm to ease the pressure of parking (not in the mornings). Since this area is also a playground for Outdoor Play and games, cars should be clear by 2.10 pm and 3.10 pm.  For safety reasons all children must, of course, be collected at the main door and must not make their own way to this car park.  Please do not park in the Social Services car park – this is a private car park.  Parking on the Tesco side of Station Road is prohibited and can cause danger to families/children crossing the road.
· Due to the heavy traffic cycling to/from School can be very dangerous for pupils. In the interests of pupils’ safety we would strongly advise that bicycles and scooters be left at home unless children are accompanied by an adult.
· There have been several serious accidents in Northern Ireland caused by jewellery catching on items of clothing etc. during play or P.E. and we have been advised that all items of jewellery must be removed prior to P.E. lessons. It would, of course, be much safer for your child if all jewellery was left at home during the school day. (Earrings, if worn in class, should be of the stud type only.) Please also note that pupils should not wear loose items of clothing which would cause injury if caught on apparatus. For PE lessons we feel from P3 upwards a white polo shirt with shorts (any colour) and gym shoes would be most appropriate. 

· Antrim Primary School operates a non-smoking policy throughout the school premises and grounds.  We would ask adults to please support us as we encourage the children not to smoke in later years – No Smoking Please.

To assist in the smooth running of the school we would also ask for your co-operation and support in the following. 

PUPIL BEHAVIOUR    

In Antrim Primary School the vast majority of pupils are well behaved at all times - a fact which greatly enhances the family atmosphere within our school.  Please reinforce the importance of good behaviour at home.  Should any child give cause for concern we will continue our policy of contacting parents and together we can hopefully reverse such a situation as quickly as possible.  A system of detention at playtimes will operate for occasions when behaviour is causing problems.  Parents will be notified if this does not bring about an improvement.  Bullying of any description is not tolerated and all staff work closely with the children to prevent it.  Classroom Rules have been drawn up with the children and they are made aware of the Reward system in use in their class.
BOOKS    

Please help us by returning library books promptly, reading or text books which may have been borrowed in previous years should be returned to the class teacher.
NAMING BELONGINGS  

As many children are wearing jumpers/cardigans with Antrim Primary School’s logo, it is essential that these are clearly labelled.   P.E. kit and other possessions such as lunch boxes, purses, wallets etc. should also be clearly named.  
BREAK TIME   

Children have a break mid-morning.  We encourage children to bring fresh fruit and other healthy snacks such as wheaten bread or other bread products, and milk or water to drink.
FIZZY DRINKS    

In the past books and clothing have been damaged from leaking or spraying drinks.  Please do not send fizzy drinks or glass bottles to school.  Children may bring clear plastic bottles of water to class if desired.  Drinks should be kept separate from books etc.

INFORMATION  

Check school bags for notes every day and retain information notes.  Our web site also contains extensive information about school life - www.antrimps.org.uk
ARRIVAL IN SCHOOL    

Encourage independence by letting your child walk into school by himself/herself from the main school doors.


THE CURRICULUM
The Curriculum in Key Stage One is set out under the following Areas of Learning.
· Language and Literacy

· Mathematics and Numeracy

· The Arts

· The World Around Us

· Personal Development and Mutual Understanding

· Physical Education
Although Areas of Learning are set out separately teachers integrate learning to enable children to make appropriate connections.

Young children learn best when learning is practical and enjoyable.  
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Language and Literacy takes account of the areas of Talking and Listening, Reading and Writing and these extend across all areas of the curriculum.
TALKING AND LISTENING

The Foundation Stage builds upon the experiences of understanding of language.  These earlier experiences are built upon.  Opportunities to develop talking and listening come through a range of stimuli, for example play-based learning, storytelling, poetry and songs, drama, listening games, using a tape recorder, discussing radio and TV.  Children will be encouraged to take part in discussions to ask and answer questions.  Pupils will be encouraged to speak clearly and appropriately for each situation.

READING

Our main aim is to produce readers who choose reading as an enjoyable activity and read with understanding texts within their grasp.  We have chosen books from a variety of reading schemes to help children experience a range of texts.  Children are helped to develop confidence in reading using a range of methods and materials.  They follow a systematic programme of Phonics from P1-P4.  In order to consolidate vocabulary and explore ideas and features further, children undertake reading and writing activities designed by the teacher.  We also give opportunities for additional reading from a wide range of material.  In P4 the children also read from a selection of novels.  

Children will be enabled to use a range of strategies, including phonics, to help them read with increasing independence.

We recognise that PARENTS HAVE A VERY IMPORTANT ROLE to play in the development of their child’s reading.  When hearing your child read at home always choose a quiet place free from distractions like television.  

We would like to emphasise that the following activities are of great benefit to your child:

· talking to him/her about the passage and the illustrations.  

· asking him/her to look for particular words in the text.  

· looking for rhyming words.

· looking for words that start with the same sound.

You can encourage your child further by:

· reading frequently to him/her;

· talking or reading to him/her from books they have selected in school;

· talking about stories he/she has enjoyed and his choices;

· taking him to the Library and sharing the experience with him/her.

Research would indicate that boys are more reluctant readers than girls, and would benefit from any extra support you could give - especially if male family members or friends could spend some time with them in reading activities.  Further guidance on reading will be available at parent-teacher consultations in November.

WRITING

Children learn to communicate meaning through enjoyable writing activities.
Independent Writing

Children will be enabled to develop, express and present ideas in a variety of forms and formats using traditional resources and ICT.  They will write for different audiences and purposes.  They will talk about, plan and edit work.
All pupils are actively encouraged to attempt to spell by themselves.  During the Primary 4 year commercially produced dictionaries are used.  

Pupils will learn to spell a range of high frequency words which occur regularly in their writing.

Handwriting

Pupils are taught Handwriting through a structured programme.  This covers all aspects of handwriting including letter formation. 
MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY

Children will have developed a range of mathematical skills and understanding at home, in the community and in the Foundation Stage.  Children are allowed to learn at their own pace.

Time is allowed for children to develop and consolidate their mathematical ideas using practical materials before moving on to more formal methods of recording.

The requirements for Mathematics and Numeracy are

· Processes – Pupils are enabled to make and monitor decisions, communicate mathematically and use mathematical reasoning.
· Number

By the end of Key Stage 1 most children should understand the operations of addition, subtraction, multiplication and the concept of division.  They will be encouraged  to look for pattern, find relationships and use sequences in number.

Pupils will recognise coins and use them in simple contexts.  They will add and subtract money and use conventional ways of recording.

PRIMARY 3 Number - most children will undertake work with the numbers 0 – 100 and begin to learn about place value and tens and units.  Vocabulary such as and, add, take away, subtract, makes, equals, altogether, more than, less than will be used.  Language will be extended to include addition, subtraction, the sum of, total and the difference between.  

PRIMARY 4 Number -
children’s work with number includes adding and subtracting by decomposition (further details on decomposition are available from Primary 4 teachers), Tens and Units and then Hundreds, Tens and Units.  Multiplication by 2, 5 and 10 will be introduced.
· Measures – this includes activities on weight, length, capacity and volume and time.  Pupils estimate and measure quantities and come to recognise the need for standard units.  They learn to sequence everyday events, to know the days of the week, months of the year and seasons.

· Shape and Space – here children explore 2D and 3D shapes.  They are involved in position, movement and direction activities and often use programmable devices (Bee Bot and Roamer) to explore these.

· Handling Data – pupils collect information and represent it in the form of diagrams and graphs.  They will discuss and interpret the data.  ICT software will frequently be used for Handling Data activities.

THE ARTS

The Arts at  Key Stage 1 is set out in three strands – Art and Design, Drama and Music.

· Art and Design     Children will develop a range of skills and will have opportunities to work with a range of materials and tools, talk about their work and develop an awareness of artists.  The activities are linked to Year Group topics.

· Drama    Children engage in a range of drama strategies.  They act out scenarios and co-operate during role play.  Pupils are enabled to develop skills appropriate to audience, context, purpose and task.

· Music    Music is taught in the main by the class teacher.  It is organised under the headings of Singing and Performing, Working Creatively with Sound, and Listening and Responding.  P4 classes will begin the recorder.

THE WORLD AROUND US

This is presented as four inter-related strands that connect learning across Geography, History, Science and Technology.  Teachers involve the children in the planning of topics and these topics also provide opportunities to develop their skills in the other Areas of Learning.

P3 TOPICS  In the Garden, Shiny Things, Toys, Dinosaurs, Homes and Families.

P4 TOPICS
  Fire, Whatever the Weather, World War 2, What Rot, and Minibeasts.
PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING

PDMU focuses on encouraging each child to become personally, emotionally and socially effective.  Children are encouraged to lead healthy, safe and fulfilled lives and to become confident, independent and responsible citizens, making informed and responsible decisions.  Teachers provide a balance of experiences across the strands of Personal Understanding and Health and  Mutual Understanding in the local and wider community.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This Area of Learning is about developing a range of fundamental movement skills that will improve understanding of safe practices and relationships between physical activities and good health and social skills such as turn taking.

Children participate in Athletics, Dance, Games and Gymnastics.  They develop the core skills of running, jumping and throwing.  They use body movements to communicate ideas.  They are taught how to develop games, fundamental movement skills and how to explore and improve body management skills.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Each teacher teaches from a planned Bible-based programme.  Children attend Assembly on three mornings in the week.  Every child has an opportunity to participate with their class in Assembly during the year.  
CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS

Communication, Mathematics, ICT and Thinking Skills are incorporated across the Curriculum.  Children have frequent opportunities to use computers and programmable devices (Bee Bots).  All classrooms have Interactive Whiteboards .  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities are infused into all Areas of Learning.  Teachers encourage children to manage information, work with others, self manage, be creative and to think, problem solve and make decisions.
PROGRESS REPORTING    
Your child will be assessed by his/her class teacher to identify strengths and areas for specific improvements in learning.  Teachers will then plan how to help your child make further progress. We will keep you informed of your child’s progress through parent consultations, open nights, Indicator Reports and end of year reports.  In addition class teachers are always willing to discuss progress or problems and will make direct contact with parents where there are concerns.  It must be stressed, however, that in order to keep class interruptions to a minimum, parents should first contact the school to arrange a mutually convenient time.

As part of our monitoring and evaluation of pupils’ progress standardised tests in English and Maths are administered in Primary 3 and 4.  Primary 4 children do INCAS assessments and the outcomes will be discussed with you in the autumn term.     

Samples of work will be sent home on a regular basis for your perusal.  Please sign folder and return to school promptly.

There is much more to life in school than we have written down in this leaflet but perhaps it has helped to clarify some of the main aspects.  Please refer to the School Prospectus for further information. Remember that any assistance which you personally can give your child with schoolwork will be for his/her benefit.  Also remember that we place great importance on the home-school partnership.  Early intervention can often solve problems.  Please contact us if there are any matters of concern.

PLEASE  RETAIN  THIS LEAFLET FOR  FUTURE   REFERENCE
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