2011/2012

ANTRIM  PRIMARY  SCHOOL

INFORMATION  FOR  FOUNDATION STAGE PARENTS  (P1 & P2)
This leaflet contains important information for parents and an outline of the work your child covers in P1 and P2.  We hope you will find it informative and helpful.  Please note that each year’s work develops and extends skills and knowledge acquired in earlier years.

PASTORAL CARE
         HEALTH AND SAFETY
     CHILD PROTECTION
We place great emphasis on the importance of these areas. A number of policies are in place which are reviewed and revised regularly e.g. Bullying, Child Protection.  These policies can be viewed on the school web site.  

To ensure school is a SAFE and happy place for everyone we would ask for your full co-operation in the following ways.

· It is essential that the school office has up-to-date information regarding contact telephone numbers.  Please remember to inform us if there are any changes. 

· Please ensure that your child knows exactly what his/her home time arrangements are (e.g. being collected, travelling by bus) and are collected on time.  We advise children to return to their teacher if for some reason they are not collected after school.

· FOR YOUR CHILD’S SAFETY parents and other adults should not approach classrooms directly.  In many instances messages etc. can be relayed through the Office, thus keeping class interruptions to a minimum.  If you wish to speak to a teacher the office staff will be able to arrange this.

· We are required to have written details signed by parents before any medicines are administered by staff.  Forms are available from the Office.  Parents are reminded to keep us informed of any changes in their child’s health.  (Last years forms are still on file and new ones are not required unless circumstances have changed.)  Please do not send your child to school if he/she is feeling unwell.

· Please contact the Office to make us aware of a child’s absence.  If no reason for absence has been given parents will be asked to complete an absentee note.  We appreciate notification of any likely prolonged absences.  Advance notice from parents is also required should pupils need to leave school during normal school hours.  We would remind parents that holidays should be taken during school closures.  It should be noted that if holidays are taken during term time, staff are unable to provide work for pupils in advance. 

· We have some pupils who can suffer a severe reaction to nuts or products containing nuts.  We need your support in keeping our lunchboxes and snacks free from nuts and other such related products e.g. peanut butter, Nutella. 

· From time to time parents alert us to an instance of head lice in the family.  Please continue to check regularly and, if necessary, treat accordingly.  The Health Authority no longer issue class letters to parents - if parents have a concern they should contact the school nurse at their health centre.  Advice leaflets are available on request from the Office.
· We appreciate that traffic congestion on Station Road is a serious problem at school times.  Please exercise extreme caution if driving or a pedestrian.  For safety reasons cars or pedestrians should not use the car park at the Caretaker’s bungalow at any time (first gate).  The bottom car park will continue to be available at 2.00 and 3.00 pm to ease the pressure of parking (not in the mornings). Since this area is also a playground for Outdoor Play and games, cars should be clear by 2.10 pm and 3.10 pm.  For safety reasons all children must, of course, be collected at the main door and must not make their own way to this car park.  Please do not park in the Social Services car park – this is a private car park.  Parking on the Tesco side of Station Road is prohibited and can cause danger to families/children crossing the road.
· Due to the heavy traffic cycling to/from School can be very dangerous for pupils. In the interests of pupils’ safety we would strongly advise that bicycles and scooters be left at home unless children are accompanied by an adult.  If they are brought into school, the school is unable to accept any responsibility for loss, damage, or injury.
· There have been several serious accidents in Northern Ireland caused by jewellery catching on items of clothing etc. during play or P.E. and we have been advised that all items of jewellery must be removed prior to P.E. lessons. It would, of course, be much safer for your child if all jewellery was left at home during the school day. (Earrings, if worn in class, should be of the stud type only.) Please also note that pupils should not wear loose items of clothing which would cause injury if caught on apparatus. For PE lessons we feel from P3 upwards a white polo shirt with shorts (any colour) and gym shoes would be most appropriate. 

· Antrim Primary School operates a non-smoking policy throughout the school premises and grounds.  We would ask adults to please support us as we encourage the children not to smoke in later years – No Smoking Please.

To assist in the smooth running of the school we would also ask for your co-operation and support in the following. 

PUPIL BEHAVIOUR    

In Antrim Primary School the vast majority of pupils are well behaved at all times - a fact which greatly enhances the family atmosphere within our school.  Please reinforce the importance of good behaviour at home.  Classroom Rules have been drawn up with the children and they are made aware of the Reward system in use in their class.  Should any child give cause for concern we will continue our policy of contacting parents and together we can hopefully reverse such a situation as quickly as possible.  A system of detention at playtimes will operate for occasions when behaviour is causing problems.  Parents will be notified if this does not bring about an improvement.  Bullying of any description is not tolerated and all staff work closely with the children to prevent it.

BOOKS    

Please help us by returning library books promptly.  Reading or text books which may have been borrowed in previous years should be returned to the class teacher.
NAMING BELONGINGS  

As many children are wearing jumpers/cardigans with Antrim Primary School’s logo, it is essential that these are clearly labelled.   P.E. kit and other possessions such as lunch boxes, purses, wallets etc. should also be clearly named.
BREAK TIME   

Children have a break mid-morning.  We encourage children to bring fresh fruit and other healthy snacks such as wheaten bread or other bread products and milk or water to drink.  Toast (and scones for P2) are available to purchase two mornings per week. 
FIZZY DRINKS    

In the past books and clothing have been damaged from leaking or spraying drinks.  Please do not send fizzy drinks or glass bottles to school.  Children may bring plastic bottles of water to class if desired.  Drinks should be kept separate from books etc.

INFORMATION  

Check book bags for notes every day and retain information notes.  Our web site also contains extensive information about school life - www.antrimps.org.uk
ARRIVAL IN SCHOOL    

Encourage independence by letting your child walk into school by himself/herself from the main school doors.

ANTRIM PRIMARY SCHOOL

THE CURRICULUM IN THE FOUNDATION STAGE

(PRIMARY ONE AND PRIMARY TWO)
The Curriculum in the Foundation Stage is set out under the following Areas of Learning.

· Language and Literacy

· Mathematics and Numeracy

· The Arts

· The World Around Us

· Personal Development and Mutual Understanding

· Physical Development and Movement

Although Areas of Learning are set out separately teachers integrate learning to enable children to make appropriate connections.

Young children learn best when learning is practical and enjoyable.   

LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

Children come to school with their own experiences of using language, both oral and written, in the home and the pre-school setting.  These skills are valued and used as a starting point for further development.

Reading

Children are encouraged to develop a love of books.  Children have access to a wide variety of books in class and a weekly visit to the school library.  Reading experiences are informal and enjoyable.

Children have opportunities to participate in Shared Reading and most often this is with Big Books.

As children move through the Foundation Stage they have the opportunity to read in small groups with teacher guidance.

Talking and Listening

Oral language development is central to a child’s development and involves attention and listening skills (eg stories following instructions), the social use of language (joining in conversations) and language and thinking (talking about their own work).  Phonological awareness is where children identify rhymes and sounds.

In Primary 1 Jolly Phonics is used to support this.  In Primary 2 children will use an interactive computer program – FAST PHONICS FIRST.

Writing

Throughout the school day children have access to writing with a variety of tools and materials.  They are encouraged to write during play and in every Area of Learning.  Teachers model the writing process.  Through shared writing and with support children will have opportunities to write in increasingly conventional ways.  As children progress through the Foundation Stage help will be given in the formation of letters.

Additional Languages

To encourage children to be clear and confident speakers as well as attentive listeners P1 and P2 children will have Spanish lessons from a visiting tutor.

MATHEMATICS AND NUMERACY

Children acquire mathematical concepts through activities that involve sorting, matching, comparing, classifying and making patterns and sequences in a variety of contexts.  These activities involve children in playing, exploring and investigating, doing and observing, talking and listening, asking and answering questions.  Talking about work has a high priority.

Pupils are enabled to develop knowledge and skills in : 

Number (understanding numbers, counting and number recognition, understanding money), Measures, Shape and Space, Sorting and Pattern and Relationships.

Children will have opportunities to count, explore and recognise numerals.  They will count in the context of rhymes, forwards and backwards to 10.  When appropriate this will be extended beyond 10.  Number skills will be used in counting activities with money.  Children will discuss money, the need to pay and coins.

Measures

Children will compare and order length, weight, capacity, area and time, and talk about their findings.  Activities on Time include sequencing events, exploring time patterns and talking about significant times on the clock eg lunch time.

Shape and Space

Pupils will build and make models and create pictures and patterns.  They will sort, describe and name 3D and 2D shapes.  Space and movement will be explored.  Bee-Bot is a programmable device used in our Foundation Stage classrooms.

Sorting

Sorting is closely linked to Numeracy.  Using a wide range of material children can sort for things that belong together, suggest why something does not belong and progress to sorting in 2 or 3 different different ways eg for shape, colour, size.

Pattern and Relationships

Children explore patterns.  They copy, continue and create their own patterns using a wide range of resources.

THE ARTS

Children are given opportunities to explore and share their thoughts, ideas and feelings through a variety of Art and Design, Music, Movement, Dance and Dramatic and Role-play activities.  The emphasis is on enjoyment of the tasks and the learning that takes place during the experience rather than on the finished product.

THE WORLD AROUND US

Children investigate the world they live in.  Skills and concepts are developed during play and other planned activities and topics.  Children explore Interdependence eg Who am I?, Place, Movement and Energy and Change Over Time.

Primary 1 Topics

Myself and my school, Homes, Winter, Spring on the farm, Food.

Primary 2 Topics

Ourselves, Clothes, Birthdays, Shopping, The Zoo and Our Tree.

PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING

Children are encouraged to continue forming relationships with adults and other children and develop their self-esteem and confidence.  Through planned activities and topics they learn to work co-operatively in the classroom and beyond.  They are given opportunities to talk about their feelings and emotions and how their actions affect others.

Topics are introduced to enable children to develop knowledge and skills in Personal Understanding and Health and Mutual Understanding in the local and wider community.

Lots of discussion will take place during Circle Time, Play, after stories and with other stimuli eg puppets.

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT AND MOVEMENT

This Area of Learning is about experiencing and developing a range of fundamental movement skills that will improve co-ordination, locomotion, control, balance and manipulation.  By taking part children develop an understanding of safe practices and relationships between physical activities and good health and social skills such as turn taking.

Children participate in Athletics, Dance, Games and Gymnastics.  They develop the core skills of running, jumping and throwing.  They use body movements to communicate ideas.  They are taught how to develop games skills and how to explore and improve body management skills.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Each teacher teaches from a planned Bible-based programme.  Children attend Assembly on three mornings in the week.  Every child has an opportunity to participate with their classes in assembly during the year.

CROSS-CURRICULAR SKILLS

Communication, Mathematics, ICT and Thinking Skills are incorporated across the Curriculum.  Children have frequent opportunities to use computers and programmable devices (Bee Bots).  All classrooms have Interactive Whiteboards.  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities are infused into all Areas of Learning.  Teachers encourage children to manage information, work with others, self manage, be creative and to think, problem solve and make decisions. 

There is much more to life in school than we have written down in this leaflet but perhaps it has helped to clarify some of the main aspects.  Please refer to the School Prospectus for further information. Remember that any assistance which you personally can give your child with schoolwork will be for his/her benefit.  Also remember that we place great importance on the home-school partnership.  Early intervention can often solve problems.  Please contact us if there are any matters of concern.

PLEASE  RETAIN  THIS LEAFLET FOR  FUTURE   REFERENCE






1

